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Template and complete update to 
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1  Introduction / Purpose 

This policy outlines German European School Singapore (GESS)’s principles of Teaching 
and Learning. 
 

2 Scope / Applicability 

This policy applies to the whole school. 
 

3 Policy 

3.1 GESS Learner Profile 

 
In line with our vision, mission, and values we aim to develop life-long learners who will 

be successful and contribute positively towards tomorrow’s world of a sustainable future.  

To this end we want our students to become global citizens who are 

 

• respectful and principled. 

• open-minded and inquisitive. 

• inclusive, balanced and caring for others and themselves. 

• knowledgeable, critically thinkers and reflective. 

• effective communicators and creative collaborators. 

 

3.2 Global citizenship and intercultural learning 

 
Through the IB and 21st century learning frameworks we develop our students into 

critically thinking global citizens who 

 

• understand the wider world and their place in it, 

• understand how our choices and actions influence other people’s life in a complex 

and interconnected world, 

• are knowledgeable about pressing global issues, represented through the UN 

sustainability goals, 

• develop the disposition to take action locally, thinking globally, 

• develop the skills of a global collaborator. 
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Intercultural learning at GESS is integral to develop our students into global citizens who 

can promote peace, human rights, and democratic values across cultures as they 

 

• become knowledgeable about the world religions, their core beliefs, values, and 

behavioural etiquette. 

• learn different languages and about the people and culture of the countries where 

these languages are spoken. 

• reflect about their own cultural roots and behavioural norms and how they differ 

from other cultures and religions. 

• learn how cultural backgrounds influence perception/interpretation of events and 

shapes social interaction. 

• learn to interact respectfully and confidently with people from different cultural 

backgrounds in our multicultural school community in a multicultural metropolis. 

• learn to appreciate cultural diversity and the rich experiences and different views 

it creates in a community /society. 

 

Global citizenship education and intercultural learning at GESS happens through what we 

teach (e.g., the language, humanities, and science curriculum), how we teach (i.e., 

student reflection as integral part of the learning process) and how we demonstrate our 

appreciation of different cultures and how we expose our students to different cultures 

(e.g., through service learning). The commitment to intercultural learning at GESS is 

expressed through our school values of Respect, Openness and Diversity. 

 

3.3 Digital Citizenship 

 
At GESS we adopt the ISTE standards to guide our students’ learning in the digital world. 

As such, GESS students recognize the rights, responsibilities, and opportunities of living, 

learning, and working in an interconnected digital world, and they act and model in ways 

that are safe, legal, and ethical. They 

 

• cultivate and manage their digital identity and reputation and are aware of the 

permanence of their actions in the digital world. 

• engage in positive, safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using technology, 

including social interactions online or when using networked devices. 

• demonstrate an understanding of and respect for the rights and obligations of 

using and sharing intellectual property. 
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• manage their personal data to maintain digital privacy and 
security and are aware of data-collection technology used to track 
their navigation online. 

 

3.4 Curriculum 

 
GESS offers a curriculum that is broad, balanced, and accessible to all learners in two 

separate curriculum streams, the German, and the IB. The German Section offers their 

German curriculum from Grades 1 through 12, and the Pre-School and European Section 

offer the IB curriculum programmes from Kindergarten to grade 12. While GESS has 

defined a learner profile and expectations of academic excellence and student behaviors 

that are common to all sections of the school, each curriculum stream has its own 

curriculum design principles and requirements specified relevant accrediting bodies. 

Both curriculum streams strive to make the curriculum accessible to all learners. There 

is a range of strategies employed to achieve this, such as by offering courses on different 

levels, such as is done for language study; by differentiating expectations, materials, and 

modes of learning inside the classroom; and by providing individualised learning and 

language support lessons for students assessed to be in need, facilitated by qualified 

learning and language support teachers. Systematic coaching of learners is an area for 

future development. For details, please refer to the GESS Policy Manual point no. 

4.1.1.11, 4.1.1.22 and 4.1.1.33. As an inclusive school GESS has in all its departments 

structures and procedures in place to remove barriers to learning for our students and to 

support them. Our Language Policy details our language offering and support strategies 

for achieving cognitive academic language proficiency in German and/or English and/or 

other home languages. 

 

 
1 4.1.1.1. European Section: In the European Section, the curriculum is based on the framework of the 

International Baccalaureate, including the Primary Years Program, the Middle Years Program and the 
Diploma Program. In addition, the European Section supports several other special recognized 
examinations such as the IGCSEs and the DSD I and II. Curriculum development and review are ongoing 
throughout the delivery of the academic programs. Units of work are thus regularly updated. Every five 
years, the school’s curriculum is reviewed by the International Baccalaureate organization 
2 4.1.1.2. German Section:  In the German Section, teaching is based on regionally coordinated curricula 

(Asia and Southeast Asia region), which in most grades and subjects are based on the curricula of the 
federal states of Baden- Württemberg and are approved by the "Bund-Länder-Ausschuss für schulische 
Arbeit im Ausland". These curricula define the subject-related and interdisciplinary competences to be 
acquired and the associated content. They are supplemented by a methods curriculum. 
3 4.1.1.3. Pre-school Section: The Pre-school’s play-based curriculum demonstrates an educational 
approach that builds on children’s innate competencies, essential, in the lives of young children for 
cognitive, linguistic social, emotional and physical development. Within the International Baccalaureate, 
PYP framework, skilled educators teach and guide learning through play, supporting children to become 
increasingly skilled at inquiry, asking questions, exploring the world through their senses, constructing 
meaning, and defining themselves as individuals and as members of a learning community. 
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3.5 High-Quality Learning and Teaching 

 
GESS is a diverse community of learners from over 50 different nationalities. Within both 
curriculum streams – the German Section and the European Section – students come from 
a wide background of cultural backgrounds and the language of instruction is in many 
cases only one of the languages spoken at home and not the student’s first language. For 
most of our student’s tertiary education in an European or Australian university is the 
desired educational pathway after graduation.  

The following research-based teaching and learning principles at GESS aim to provide for 
our students the best possible educational outcome: 
 

3.5.1 Cognitive activation of the learner and differentiation 
 

Students learn best when they are actively engaged in their own learning through 
activities that require them to activate their prior knowledge, use it to solve adequately 
challenging problems that are relevant to them and focus on understanding and applying 
fundamental principles. Reflecting on the learning process including mistakes being made 
turn them into a learning opportunity and aids to firmly embed new knowledge, 
understandings, skills, and dispositions into the existing mental concepts. Students learn 

best when their learning preferences - which can vary from subject to subject, activity 
to activity – are met, they are clear on what learning success looks like and what is 
expected from them.  

 
To achieve this, teachers  

 

• carefully prepare and clearly structure learning activities. 

• provoke rich classroom discussions through clear and pointed questions 
and stimuli and facilitate task-oriented peer interaction. 

• clarify learning outcomes and success criteria so that they are well 
understood by all students. 

• differentiate with regards to 
▪ content (e.g., tiered activities), process and learning products 

(incl. assessment) according to 

• student’s readiness (zone of proximal development), 

learning preferences and interests 

• offer flexible learning spaces and groupings 

• challenge every learner appropriately through learning strategies and 
activities, including supporting LS, EAL/DaZ learners and extending gifted 
learners.  

• embrace mistakes as an opportunity for learning and guide students in 
reflecting their learning. 
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3.5.2 Effective classroom management and trustful relationships 
 
Students learn best in an environment that is free from distraction and emotional 
stress, where they feel safe, supported, and appreciated by peers and the teachers 

so that they can focus their attention and efforts on the learning objectives.  
 
To achieve this, GESS teachers create a learning environment 

 

• where students feel safe, valued, and supported. 

• where positive relationships flourish in a respectful, open-minded and 
diversity embracing atmosphere. 

• where behavioural expectations are clear, modelled and reinforced by the 
teacher. 

• where student’s attention is captured, and time spent on task is 
maximized through an organized classroom environment and well-paced 
learning activities. 

 

3.5.3 Effective Feedback 

 
Students learn best when they are acknowledged for what they are doing well, know 
what they need to improve on, and how to achieve that, so that they understand the 
source of their mistakes and what to focus on next. Effective feedback helps students 
in their self-reflection of the learning process.  
 
 
To achieve this, teachers 
 

• give specific feedback, referring to the learning intentions and assessment 
criteria.  

• give feedback that draws on data from assessment for learning, where teachers 
determine where students are in their learning journey relative to the intended 

learning outcomes, in which areas they have difficulties and what additional 
resources and help they might need. 

• give feedback that is aimed at the learning process and does not judge the person. 
Teachers’ feedback is positive and solution oriented to foster a growth mindset.  

• help to facilitate effective peer feedback and guide students in their self-
assessment as this contribute to the formative feedback for students and provide 
the additional benefit of developing students’ capacity for reflection and critical 
thinking. 
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4 Definitions 

Academic Excellence 

 

At GESS we believe that academic excellence is defined by and achieved through 

• setting high expectations for all teachers and students, 

• challenging, inspiring and supporting all students to perform to reach their full 

individual potential. 

• academic rigour in a social-emotionally safe learning environment. 

 

Academic excellence will lead to all students achieving the expected learning outcomes 

as per our curriculum in every grade so that they are promoted to the next grade. It will 

also lead to the academic results of our cohorts being constantly above national and 

global benchmarks relevant to our programs.  

 

 

Holistic Education at GESS  
 

At GESS we offer a diverse range of programmes to support the holistic education of 

every learner. Holistic education encompasses all aspects of personal learning and 

growth, where each individual reaches their full potential. It nurtures broad development 

of academic, intellectual, emotional, social, physical and creative potentials. It 

emphasizes the importance of critical thinking, global awareness, relationships, 

community involvement, and service action. 

 

 

5 Policy authority 

Policy Owner:    Principal 
Governing school subcommittee: School Development Subcommittee 

Next required review date:  May 2023 

Final Approver:   Board of Governors 
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6 Related policies/references/processes  

Language Policy 

Assessment Policy  

Academic Honesty Policy  

Inclusion - Policy for supporting Diversity 

 

 
  

https://gessg.sharepoint.com/Forms/policy/Policies/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2FForms%2Fpolicy%2FPolicies%2FPolicies%2FLanguage%20Policy%20v1%2E0%2Epdf&parent=%2FForms%2Fpolicy%2FPolicies%2FPolicies&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9nZXNzZy5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86YjovZy9Gb3Jtcy9wb2xpY3kvRVkya3RrWE5sWVZNaml4MzJ4c2cxY2dCSTBMSTRZaWtCanpka1gzWWl1SkxoZz9ydGltZT1uenY4dmlFSjJVZw
https://gessg.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/Forms/policy/EY8coJ8EQx5OtIOHS7VzZPYBhxvc68gEu1euQq8CzKFjOQ?e=D3n5Jg
https://gessg.sharepoint.com/Admin/board/Association%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=/Admin/board/Association%20Documents/GESS%20Policy%20Manual/Old%20Policy%20Manual/04%20Students/Inclusion%20Policy_EN_2018-06-18.pdf&parent=/Admin/board/Association%20Documents/GESS%20Policy%20Manual/Old%20Policy%20Manual/04%20Students
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