
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Another week has gone by and the extraordinary measures we face in our and our 

children’s lives almost feels like normal. I can assure you that all of us at GESS 

continue to take the challenges we face seriously.  

From day one we have not stopped working on improving on our approach for keeping 

our children safe at school. This continues and will not stop until the situation has 

returned to normal. This week our teams have worked on a new thermal scanner 

camera routine for the bus bay, further improved our contingency plans and crisis 

planning. I sincerely hope that none of this is required but the school is preparing for 

all possibilities. 

 

Wellbeing and your family  

In today’s communication, I would like to focus on family wellbeing. We have all been 

very focused on news, safety and reacting to an ever changing situation. This is 

important, however, it is more important that we reflect on our family’s wellbeing 

and coping strategies in what has been an exceedingly difficult month. Our children 

have questions and maybe as parents we don’t always have the answers. This is 

normal, most of us are not medical experts. For many of us this is our first time facing 

such difficulties as a family and school community.  

 

Today, we launched a new section of the Parent Portal update page with advice for 

parents and families. Our School Counsellors, First Aid team and Academics have all 

worked together to provide a comprehensive list of support advice and articles. We 

will continue to add to this new section and provide age appropriate additional 

resources. Our Educators will also continue to support our children and provide 

relevant guidance and help in class too. We are all in this together.  

 

All of us, as members of the GESS community, are trying to cope with a scary, rapidly 

changing and new situation. This is challenging, exhausting and emotionally draining. I 

am incredibly proud to be the Principal of a school which has shown such an amazing 

community spirit over the last month. If you need help, reach out to our great 

community and know that you are not alone.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

The school’s approach for next week and future weeks continues until further notice.  

• The Ministry of Education has asked all international schools to survey students 

again about ALL travel plans between 01 February and 31 July 2020.  

 

• Should a member of your family be admitted to hospital as a suspected case, 

please immediately contact school@gess.sg and the GESS Emergency 

Management team will work with you. 

 

As always constructive suggestions and feedback are welcome via this form. All the 

measures, details and information are in the Parent Portal update page and I will not 

repeat this here. Our words, focus and thoughts are with all of you and supporting 

your family.  

 

In these difficult and challenging times we find ourselves in, it is important that we 

ask ourselves and our community are you ok? Support each other. Take 1 minute out of 

your day to thank those of our community who are selflessly helping keep our 

community and children stay safe each and every day. Focus on the little joys and 

happy moments during your daily life. Rest assured that a community of 6000 people is 

doing the very best they can to help each other out.  

I wish you a peaceful, safe and happy family weekend together. Cherish this time, stay 

strong and focus on your family. 

 

Christof Martin 

GESS Principal 
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