
 

 

 

 

Dear GESS Community, 

It has been an emotional and draining week with a constant stream of changing news 

and government measures. The GESS Emergency team, the First Aid team and many 

other colleagues worked through the weekend to support the community. I am very 

appreciative of their efforts and their dedication to our school. It is beyond 

professional. 

 

I would also like to thank the many parents who took the extra time to send well 

wishes to our GESS colleagues. Positive actions are vital right now as our community 

faces a lot of stress and unknown challenges. Support your friends, family and 

community with words of encouragement and little gestures. We all have a limited 

amount of energy, use it wisely to support each other positively. 

 

This week has again been difficult. I have witnessed the very best and the not so 

good of our community. I stress again, we have to work together. We are all 

emotionally exhausted and it is understandable that our patience is perhaps not as 

strong as normal. However, this is no excuse for abusing GESS colleagues whether it 

be verbally or by email. This includes our Frontline staff, First Aid team and Security 

officers. 

Without their incredible support and professional commitment, our community would 

be facing even greater challenges. They all have families, many have children too 

and they are continuing to serve and protect our community professionally whilst 

having to manage their own worries and concerns about their family. Please show 

some respect and gratitude to their exemplary service. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

As a community of over 4300 members, we will make decisions in the best interest of 

our school and the community as a whole. It is not possible to make a decision that 

will satisfy every single community member and I make no apology for this. 

 

As a parent and the Head of your family, you have the right to disagree with what 

our school is implementing or not implementing and keep your children away from 

GESS by completing the Application for leave form.  

As the Head of the GESS community, I will make decisions and procedures that are 

workable, precautionary, proactive, minimise risk and are in the best interests of our 

community. GESS cannot cover every single possibility or eventuality. 

• GESS is a community school trying our very best to support our community 

through an incredibly difficult time. 

• GESS is taking proactive and precautionary measures often earlier and above 

government regulations. 

• GESS does not have the resources of a government and we do not receive 

special help from any government for the Coronavirus. What we do have is 

community spirit and dedication. This community spirit and togetherness is 

what has kept our community going through these difficult days. 

 

Ministry of Education (MOE) Announcement on 19 March 2020 

MOE announced yesterday that local schools will open as normal on Monday, after 

their school holidays, with an extra measure of a Leave of Absence (LOA) to all 

families or staff who had travelled outside of Singapore and returned on or after 14 

March 2020. This is because Singapore local schools have been on holiday this week 

(14/03/2020 – 22/03/2020). GESS, as an international school, is regulated by the 

Committee for Private Education (CPE).  

 

GESS implemented additional measures last weekend, for community members who 

had visited Germany, Spain, France, all of Italy, Switzerland, the United Kingdom 

and Japan. These community members were asked to take a Leave of Absence (LOA) 

for 14 days starting the day after arriving in Singapore. We implemented this an 

extra precautionary measure to protect our community. We will not add any 

additional measures at the moment because we are already implementing GESS 

specific measures that are relevant to our community. 

 

 

  

https://gessmain.wufoo.com/forms/xr265ca19nggos/
https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/schools-and-kindergartens-to-re-open-with-enhanced-precautionary-measures
https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/schools-and-kindergartens-to-re-open-with-enhanced-precautionary-measures


 

 

 

 

 

Social distancing and responsibility 

1. Please stay away from the campus, if you don’t need to be here. Help us to 

minimise the risk. No parents are allowed in the Preschool campus to help 

protect our youngest community members. 

2. Drop off or pick up your children and leave immediately. Please don’t use 

the playgrounds or congregate in the canteen.  

3. Only one parent or care giver is allowed to enter the campus for drop off 

and pick up. We will enforce this strictly next week. 

4. If a member of your household is put on a Stay Home Notice (SHN) or 

Quarantine Order (QO) by the Singapore government or there is a confirmed 

case at your office, you must inform the GESS Emergency team immediately 

by email covid19@gess.sg 

 

I realise the amount of measures and acronyms (LOA, SHN, QO) are confusing. All 

information including explanations and examples are in the Parent Portal update 

site, in the Leave of Absence section. Please read it and follow the rules. Remember 

that measures and rules change very quickly, do not rely on an email sent a few days 

ago. 

 

Preschool update and next week 

I am pleased to report that our community member has tested negative for the 

Coronavirus and is resting at home. We will continue to support our community 

member through this difficult time. All Preschool classes will open as normal on 

Monday 23 March 2020.  

All programmes will operate as normal next week including CCA, LEP and VIP. 

 

  

mailto:covid19@gess.sg
https://www.gess.sg/en/news/parent-portal/2019-novel-coronavirus
https://www.gess.sg/en/news/parent-portal/2019-novel-coronavirus


 

 

 

 

Community support 

I need to ask for the continued great support of our community. If you think you or a 

member of your family was at high risk of being infected, then please all stay at 

home and monitor your health carefully. If you or your child feels unwell, stay at 

home.  

I strongly recommend that you do not travel, including any member of your 

household. It doesn’t matter how many rules or regulations GESS or the Singapore 

government implements, ultimately what will keep our children as safe as possible, 

is community cooperation. 

 

I finish my email today with those last two words: community cooperation. The road 

ahead is long and we will only make it to the end, if all our great community works 

together. 

 

Christof Martin 

GESS Principal  

 

 


