
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

I understand that some of you have concerns about the news that there was a 

confirmed case of the Coronavirus in a nearby residential area in Dairy Farm / 

Hillview. This is understandable, we are all worried and concerned with the constant 

stream of news entering our daily lives. 

We continue to rely on the great support of our community to do the right thing and 

stay at home if they feel unwell. No matter how many lines of defence or proactive, 

preventative measures GESS puts in place; our approach of keeping the interior of our 

campus safe for our children depends on everyone playing their part. 

This includes temperature screening at home, going to the doctor if any family 

member feels unwell and most importantly practising good hygiene.  

It is also important that we remain realistic and rational. Every day we travel on 

public transport, taxis and visit public areas and offices. Unless there is constant close 

contact, the chances of transmission of the Coronavirus are minimal, especially when 

we ensure we all wash our hands and take efforts to minimise risk. 

Always wash and sanitise all of your family’s hands especially once you have 

reached home. This is the best way to prevent the spread of the Coronavirus. 

 

What is the school doing? 

1) We are checking with and supporting members of staff who live in the Dairy 
Farm residential area identified. If they feel unwell, we have asked them to 
stay home and visit a doctor immediately. 

2) The Management team meets daily to discuss updates and procedures. 
3) We contacted the Ministry of Health (MOH) and they have informed us that no 

additional actions are required on top of what the school is already doing. 
4) We contacted the infectious disease specialist who works closely with our 

school and he has advised us that our measures are more than sufficient and 
there is no need for further action. 

 

It is important we do not panic, work together and follow government advice. We are 

in constant daily contact with the relevant Republic of Singapore government 

departments. I am fully confident in all of the GESS team’s efforts to keep our campus 

safe. I cannot thank the frontline staff enough who have for almost three weeks, 

worked selflessly to keep our children safe in the campus. These efforts will continue 

for as long as needed. I can also assure you that GESS will not become complacent or 

stop proactively working to keep our children safe at school.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

If there are any additional updates, we will let you know immediately via Parent 

Portal. I have been honest and open with you all since day one and I fully commit to 

the entire GESS community that I will continue to do so. As always you may share 

constructive feedback via this form and please do avoid sending feedback by email or 

phone as all of the GESS team is highly focused on protecting our community and 

campus. 

 

Student travel declaration form 

Please complete the Student Travel Declaration form sent by school@gess.sg yesterday 

by Friday 21 February 2020. GESS is required to report all submissions and students 

that have not submitted a form to government departments, after this date. You can 

check the Parent Portal update webpage for more information. 

 

Voluntary leave from school 

I am realistic and realise that some of our community would prefer to keep their 

family at home. I respect this decision and I respect the right of each family to decide 

what is best for their family. It is mandatory to complete the Application for leave 

form for families staying away from school.  

Whilst it is every family’s right to decide what is best for their family, it is the 

School’s right to decide on the education path for students that have missed a large 

amount of classes. We will make every effort to accommodate, however, we reserve 

the right to decide what is best from an academic point of view for families taking a 

voluntary absence from school. Please do help our Educators and update the school on 

your current arrangements for schooling, if you are taking voluntary absence.  

 

The strength of a school depends on the strength and unity of its community. We have 

been able to continue an almost normal school life for 3 weeks now and this has only 

been possible because all of the GESS community has worked together. I sincerely 

hope this community unity and spirit continues. 

Stay safe, continue the great spirit of cooperation and remember to turn off from 

news and focus on family life.  

 

Christof Martin 

GESS Principal 
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