
 

 

 

 

Dear GESS Community, 

As the number of imported cases from travel outside Singapore has started to increase 

again, it is important that our community takes additional precautionary measures to 

protect our children and the safety of our campus. Please read this email carefully. All 

measures start immediately as of Sunday 15 March 2020. 

 

New campus entry measures effective immediately 

1) Any community member who has visited Germany, France, Spain or Italy 

and arrived in Singapore before Sunday 15 March 2020, 23:59 Singapore 

time is required to stay away from the GESS campus for 14 days from the 

day after arrival in Singapore, as an extra precautionary measure. 

 

Students living in the same household are not required to take Leave of Absence 

(LOA). Parents should practise social distancing at home. 

 

For any parents, students, household members or guests who have visited Germany, 

France, Spain or Italy and arrive in Singapore after Sunday 15 March, 23:59 

Singapore time, students are required to take a 14 day Leave of Absence (LOA) from 

GESS. 

 

Our measures are likely to be increased to other countries as the situation develops. 

Today the government of the Republic of Singapore announced that 14 day Stay Home 

Notices will be given to long-term pass holders returning from ASEAN countries, 

Japan, the United Kingdom and Switzerland. This new measure starts from Monday 

16 March 23:59 Singapore time. This excludes visitors entering Singapore by land 

crossing (Causeway or Second link). 

 

2) Where possible parents should not enter the campus. If it is absolutely 

necessary, especially for younger students, only one parent / helper per 

family is allowed to enter the campus.  

3) Keep close contact to an absolute minimum. 

4) Drop off your children and then leave the campus. 

5) If you don’t need to be in the campus, drop off your children outside and 

return home. GESS colleagues will be monitoring our children to make sure 

they are safe. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

6) Parents and helpers will not be allowed to enter the Preschool campus. Drop 

off your child at the bus bay Preschool entrance.  

7) Avoid large groups in the campus. For parents this means practising social 

distancing in the canteen, waiting areas and only having small meetings. Try to 

ensure a 1-2 metre gap between each other. 

8) At pick up time, please do not arrive early. Arrive on time, pick up your 

children and then leave the campus.  

9) Grandparents, family friends, visiting students or other family members are not 

allowed on campus until further notice. 

10) GESS will be reducing the number of parent meetings and where possible 

changing these to an online format or phone call. 

11) Parents will not be invited to all assemblies, small events and other activities 

on campus until further notice.  

 

Social distancing and minimising risk 

1) We are an international community and many of our families travel a lot for 

work. Social distancing should be practised at home too by parents returning 

from travel abroad, especially from the restricted counties. For families with 

children in important exam grades, consider isolating yourself in a different 

location such as a hotel when returning from travel abroad. This is especially 

important for the first 14 days after returning to Singapore as the Coronavirus 

symptoms usually present within 14 days.  

2) If you have guests or family coming from abroad, especially from countries 

experiencing a large number of Coronavirus cases, ask them to stay at a hotel 

if possible. Minimise contact for the first 14 days.  

3) We have school holidays in April. Please strongly reconsider travelling abroad 

during this period, especially to countries which have recently experienced a 

large number of new Coronavirus cases. 

4) Social distancing needs to be continued outside of school too. Avoid large 

birthday parties, playdates or other social gatherings. Minimise activities or 

visits to crowded areas. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Why is GESS changing campus entry measures?  

We are adding additional measures to strengthen our approach of keeping the interior 

of the campus safe. The simple message is if you don’t need to be in the campus, 

please stay away.  

This isn’t because we have stopped being a community school that welcomes parents 

into our campus. We are focusing further on social distancing and minimising risk. As 

soon as the Coronavirus outbreak has stopped, we will return to normal campus entry 

procedures. Please support us in keeping the campus safe for our children.  

 

We need to take extraordinary, precautionary measures to keep our children safe and 

minimise risk within the campus. These efforts will be inconvenient and a disruption 

to our normal routine. This is the reality we face today and all of these extra efforts 

will benefit our children. 

 

I will require the full support of our community to follow these new regulations. 

 

Christof Martin  

GESS Principal  

 

 


