
 

 

 

 

Dear GESS Community, 

 

I have spent the last few days thinking very hard about the situation we find 

ourselves in. 

 

We do not have any confirmed cases in the GESS community that we are aware of, 

however, there has been a rise in possible suspected cases over the last two weeks. 

Thankfully all test results have come back negative, including the Preschool 

community member tested yesterday morning. 

 

I re-read some of my earlier emails to the community and it is clear that all we have 

done these past two months has been one step ahead throughout this crisis. Our 

school, our colleagues and our community have been highly proactive from the very 

beginning. As the Principal of this great school, the safety of our children is the 

foundation of all my decisions. I also have to take into account the condition of our 

community after two very stressful months. 

 

Upon reflection, I have decided that GESS will move the April mid-term holiday 

forward one week. The school holiday will start on Monday 30 March 2020 until 

Sunday 12 April 2020. The first day back after the holiday is Monday 13 April 

2020. I realise that for our working families there will be some disruption to your 

work routine for a week and I sincerely apologise for this. 

 

In-line with the new Singapore government measures announced this week, holiday 

camps cannot operate during the mid-term school holiday. Holiday camp providers 

will contact parents directly. 

 

Entry to the campus for parents, students and visitors will be closed during the 

school holidays. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

If we all take the situation seriously and practise social and physical distancing, 

community spread of the Coronavirus can be minimised. The new regulations that 

the Singapore government have put in place, including restricting entry to Singapore 

will help minimise the risk too. The Singapore government has also been proactive 

and increased measures to reduce the spread of community transmission with new 

social and physical distancing measures. 

 

I am confident that our children will be in class on Monday 13 April 2020, however, 

this will only be possible if our community protects itself and takes the situation 

seriously.  

1) Do not mix with large groups or classes during the holiday. Have family time 

together but socially and physically distance yourselves during this key 

period. This also applies to our GESS colleagues 

 

2) 2020 has been an extraordinary year with many international events 

cancelled. There is a reason for this and that is why I ask you to refrain from 

having large birthday parties, barbeques, playdates or informal gatherings 

during the school holiday. We need to minimise risk. 

 

3) Continue to monitor your family’s health. Take all of your family’s 

temperature twice a day, wash your hands regularly and if you feel unwell, 

call a doctor. If any family or household member becomes a confirmed case 

or is put on a Quarantine Order (QO), please contact covid19@gess.sg. 

Students will not be allowed to return to school if any household member is 

on a Stay Home Notice (SHN) or Quarantine Order (QO) until the end of the 

notice period 

 

4) Please, do not travel. There will be future school holidays for your family to 

enjoy. The Singapore government has asked again for an update on student 

and parent travel history/plans. You will receive an email with a form link 

and I ask that you complete it fully by Friday 17:00. 

 

We are not closing our school. We are taking a proactive and precautionary safety 

measure to move the school holidays forward by a week. If we all play our part 

during the school holiday, then we can start school as planned on Monday 13 April. I 

hope that after the school holiday all of our community will return energised and 

ready for the last three months of the school year. 

 

https://www.moh.gov.sg/news-highlights/details/tighter-measures-to-minimise-further-spread-of-covid-19
https://www.moh.gov.sg/news-highlights/details/tighter-measures-to-minimise-further-spread-of-covid-19
mailto:covid19@gess.sg


 

 

 

 

I will update the community during the second week of the school holiday. The GESS 

Emergency team will continue to monitor the situation and government directives 

carefully. We are prepared for all eventualities, including home learning, however, I 

hope that if we are precautionary and minimise risk to our community, our students 

will be at school as normal on Monday 13 April. 

 

I very much hope our community will listen to my words. I am the Principal of GESS 

and I provide leadership on school life within the campus but I cannot control what 

happens outside the school gates. This is where I need your continued support. 

 

I, on behalf of all of GESS, greatly thank you and all of the GESS community for your 

immense support, your kind words and also for our children who have behaved 

incredibly well in such a challenging and unknown situation.  

We have made it this far because of our unwavering community teamwork and spirit. 

I am personally, very grateful and touched by all that the community has done for 

me since I arrived at GESS. I am sure that our great community will continue to work 

together after the school holiday to make the rest of this school year a success. 

 

Please be safe and responsible this holiday, our great GESS community will be in my 

thoughts and I look forward to seeing you all in two weeks. 

 

Christof Martin 

GESS Principal 

 


