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 Admissions Policy 

GESS serves the educational needs of the international community in Singapore, in 
particular, the children of German, European and other foreign nationals in Singapore.  
We welcome children of all nationalities whose families are committed to an educational 
curriculum delivered in German (Abitur program) or in English (IB Curriculum) with a 
distinctive focus on German and European culture, language and values. 
 

We embrace diversity of nationalities, in our student and staff population, and this forms 
the basis for developing our students and the broader school community’s understanding 
and respect for others cultures. 
 

GESS offers the German curriculum, an International Baccalaureate framework 
curriculum and an International Baccalaureate Pre-School curriculum.  We accept 
students from 2 years of age and follow a 12-year grade system. Students in the German 
curriculum stream may follow the Abitur, Realschule or Hauptschule options, subject to 
academic approval, required subjects and grades. Students in the International 
Baccalaureate stream follow the IB Diploma programme and are awarded the GESS high 
school diploma conditional upon the required grades and subject choice requirements 
being met. 
 

As an inclusive school, GESS does not factor gender, nationality, race, ethnicity, religion, 
political views or social and economic background of our students in the admissions 
decision making process. However, the admissions process may take into account factors 
such as an applicant's prior educational and linguistic background for purposes of 
admission in order to fulfil the school's mission and the availability of learning resources 
and services at the school.  
 
While GESS was founded primarily to serve the needs of expatriate families in Singapore, 
the school welcomes Singaporean residents subject to necessary exemptions/approvals 
from the Ministry of Education, Republic of Singapore where applicable.  GESS does not 
place limits on the number of students from any single nationality. 
 
 
 
Singaporean citizens or Dual-nationality Singaporean citizens 

 
Where a student holds Singaporean nationality, dual nationality where one of the 
nationalities is Singaporean or where one or both of the parents are Singaporean must 
seek the Republic of Singapore’s Ministry of Education approval before the school may 
offer a place. This is for all students aged at Primary 1 of the Singaporean education 
system and above. Where a student is accepted into Pre-school, please note Ministry of 
Education approval must be sought prior to progressing to Grade 01 at GESS.   
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Residence and Guardianship 
 
GESS is a day school and does not offer on campus boarding facilities. Students must 
therefore live with their parents or other legal guardians appointed by the parents. 
As a legal guardian for a GESS student, you are responsible for all aspects of the student’s 
life at GESS. This includes but is not limited to: 
 

• Tuition and other fees  

• Academic and pastoral support of the student  

• Subject and language choices  

• Care and welfare of the student including medical emergencies  

• Signing of any permission forms or policy agreements  

• Decisions regarding the student’s academic progression or choices where options 

are offered in the curriculum  

• Transportation to and from the school  

• Behaviour of the student  

• Legal duty to remain in Singapore at all times whilst the student is attending 

school  

• Visa and immigration pass requirements of the student  

 
Class sizes 

 
GESS recognizes the need to have an optimum student teacher ratio. The target classes 
sizes are as follows: 

• Pre-school  

o Pre-K: 15 

o Kindergarten: 18 

o Pre-Primary: 20 

• Primary and Secondary→ A maximum of 24 students per class  

 
Entry requirements 

 
As GESS offers different curriculum options, the entry requirements will vary. As an 
inclusive school, we accept all students where the school can support the student’s 
learning needs throughout the duration of study at GESS.  
 

Detailed entry requirements by section/curriculum can be found on our website. 
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Learning Support 
 
Reflecting our Guiding Statements and values, every effort will be made to support 
students. During the admissions process, parents are required to share information about 
their child’s strengths, interests, educational background, language, challenges and 
learning profile. 
 
GESS has learning support resources available. These will be charged to the parents 
according to our Learning Support fee schedule. 
 
For students requiring learning support beyond what the school can provide or arrange 
and where it is not in the best interests of the student, GESS reserves the right to not 
offer a place.  
 
When can you apply to GESS? 
 
GESS follows a continuous enrolment process, meaning students can start school on any 
Monday, except during public or school holidays, throughout the academic year. The only 
exception is for Grades 11 and 12 where students must join within the first two weeks of 
the academic year. 
 
The most updated application process will always be made available on the school’s 
website 
 
 
Admissions decision making process 
 
GESS is a ‘non-selective’ school and applications are processed on a first come first 
served basis. All applications are reviewed by the respective Head of Section. Other 
school personnel such as the Learning Support Department, English as Additional 
Language teacher or counsellors may be involved in the review process, especially for 
candidates with specific needs. 
 
Reflecting our value of Openness, should your application be declined, parents will 
receive an explanation of the rationale behind the decision from the school. 
 
Waiting lists and priority entry policy 
 
Where a grade is full, the Head of Admissions will apply the schools waitlist policy. 
 
Enrolment policy 
 
Upon approval of your application, a letter of offer, standard student contract and an 
invoice will be emailed to the parent. The invoice must be paid within 14 days of the 
invoice being sent. Special payment arrangements with companies/organisations are 
acceptable subject to the School’s approval. 
 


