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CIS PYP Additional Language
stage descriptors.

The following stages are based on ACTFL proficiency guidelines.

STAGE 1 - NOVICE LOW

Students communicate on some very familiar topics using single words and phrases that have
been practiced and memorized. Students present information about themselves and some very
familiar topics using single words or memorized phrases. Students recognize a few memorized
words and phrases when they hear them spoken. They can recognize a few letters, words or
characters. Students can identify a few memorized words and phrases when they read. They can
copy some familiar words, or phrases.*

STAGE 2 - NOVICE MID

Students can communicate on very familiar topics using a variety of words and phrases that
have been practiced and memorized. Students present information about themselves and
some other very familiar topics using a variety of words, phrases and memorized expressions.
Students recognize some familiar words and phrases when they hear them spoken. Students
can recognize some words/characters and can understand some learned or memorized
phrases when reading. Students can write lists and memorized phrases on familiar topics.*

STAGE 3 - NOVICE HIGH

Students can communicate and exchange information about familiar topics using phrases and
simple sentences, sometimes supported by memorized language. Students can usually handle
short social interactions in everyday situations by asking and answering simple questions.
Students can present basic information on familiar topics using language they have practiced
using phrases and simple sentences. Students can often understand words, phrases and simple
sentences related to everyday life. They can recognize pieces of information and sometimes
understand the main topic of what is being said. Students can understand familiar
words/characters, phrases and sentences within short and simple texts related to everyday life.
They can sometimes understand the main idea of what they have read. Students can write short
messages and notes on familiar topics related to everyday life.*

STAGE 4 - INTERMEDIATE LOW
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Students can participate in conversations on a number of familiar topics using simple
sentences. They can handle short, social interactions in everyday situations by asking and
answering simple questions. Students can present information on most familiar topics using a
series of simple sentences. They can understand the main idea in short, simple messages and
presentation on familiar topics. Students can understand the main idea of simple
conversations that they overhear. Students can understand the main idea of short and simple
texts when the topic is familiar. They can write briefly about most familiar topics and present
information using a series of simple sentences.”

STAGE 5 - INTERMEDIATE MID

Students can participate in conversations on familiar topics using sentences and a series of
sentences. They can handle short social interactions in everyday situations by asking and
answering a variety of questions. They can usually say what they want to say about themselves
and their everyday life. Students can make presentations on a wide variety of familiar topics using
connected sentences. Students can understand the main idea in messages and presentations on
a variety of topics related to everyday life and personal interests and studies. They can
understand the main idea in conversations that they overhear. Students can understand the main
idea of texts related to everyday life and personal interests or studies. Students can write on a
wide variety of familiar topics using connected sentences.”

STAGE 6 - INTERMEDIATE HIGH

Students can participate with ease and confidence in conversations on familiar topics. They can
usually talk about events and experiences in various time frames. They can usually describe people,
places and things. They can handle social interactions in everyday situations, sometimes even
when there is an unexpected complication. Students can make presentations in a generally
organized way on school and community topics and on topics they have researched. They can
make presentations on some events and experiences in various time frames. Students can easily
understand the main idea in messages and presentations on a variety of topics related to everyday
life and personal interests and studies. They can usually understand a few details of what they
overhear in conversations, even when something unexpected is expressed. They can sometimes
follow what they hear about events and experiences in various time frames. Students can easily
understand the main idea of texts related to everyday life, personal interests and studies. They can
sometimes follow stories and descriptions about events and experiences in various time frames.
Students can write on topics related to school and community in a generally organized way. They
can write some simple paragraphs about events and experiences in various time frames.*

* Prior to Grade 3, a student’s stage of language proficiency will be determined by oral proficiency. Beginning
Grade 3, reading and writing indicators may be included in assessing the stage of language proficiency.
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